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marck. The Chancellor, having thought out the question in all
its bearings, was not prepared to accept the responsibility for
anything but a policy of strict neutrality, and was as deaf to the
strong anti-Turkish clamour of the public as to the imperial
prayers that Germany should stand behind Russia in her fight
for Christianity.1 Bismarck was taking account of the policy
of other interested Powers, and until he knew better what they
were going to do he felt it was not for the Power with the most
exposed boundaries and with an implacable foe, to move. The
military party were prepared for anything, the army organization
was strengthened by the appointment of an additional captain to
each regiment, and Moltke, still dreaming of a preventive war,
took the opportunity of the Reichstag debate to alarm public
opinion by painting in lurid colours the menace that lay behind
the rapid reorganization of the French army, but he was careful
to explain that all he demanded was a sufficient measure for
defence "the better to secure the maintenance of peace in the
future."2 In this critical state of affairs Lord Odo Russell could
only confirm the suspicion that the Emperor's affection for his
nephew would find expression in active support were Russia
victorious or not, but he reported that the attitude of Great
Britain was still regarded with equal suspicion in Berlin. Lord
Derby's reply to the circular Gorchakov had issued was regarded
as a sign that Great Britain was prepared to take the great risk,
and this impression was confirmed by persistent rumours of
active war preparations in England. Lord Odo Russell was
continually beset with anxious inquirers. His invariable reply
was, "While H.M.G. desire to reserve their liberty of action, and
to be neutral, they must at the same time be prepared to defend
the interests of England if ever they should be threatened in
Asia or Egypt on the Bosphorus or elsewhere."3

In such an atmosphere the sudden and mysterious visit of the
French Ambassador to the Emperor of Germany could not but
excite comment. Lord Odo reported a rumour that the visit was
being utilized by the French Government to convey to the
Emperor the information that, in the event of war between
England and Russia, France would be ready to join Germany in
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